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TY to the eee TROOPS. 


I Beg leave to Po” your attention this day to 2 ſubject 77 As great im- 
portance to the liberty of this country, as America was to its wealth 
aud power, before the violence of the times had wreſted that treaſure ' 


From the Britiſh crown, and ſpurned the jewel, becauſe the 17 


appeared uncouth. I do not mean, my Lords, to dwell long on the 
unfortunate tory ; ; the page of future hiftory will tell how Britain 
planted, nouriſhed, and ſor two centures preſerved a ſecond Britiſh” 
empire: how ſtrengthened by her ſons, ſhe roſe to ſuch a' pitch of: 
power, | that this little ifland proved too mighty for the greateſt efforts 


oof the greateſt nations. Within the ſpace of twenty years, the world 


Vi ©. 


beheld her arms triumphant. in every quarter of the globe, her fleets: 
diſplayed victorious banners, her fails were” ſpread, arid. been 
graced the canvaſs. Hirte tenth. Muſt likew p 
{ame little ſpace of time, how Britain fell to half her reel, EY 
{trangely loſt, by misjudging miniſters, by raſh- adviſed councils, our 
gracious Sovereign George the Third ſaw more than half his empire 
crumble beneath his ſceptre ; America late the ftrength, now the foe to 
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Britain, diſmembered, torn, I fear for ever Hoft to England, whenee : 


ſhe ſprung. With this calamity heavy on us, our duty, intereſt, and 
love to that country which Kill remains, calls on us to be ſtrictiy 


watchful of its liberty. The late ſpeech from the throne bas given ; " 


juſt alarm, has made a wound upon the conſtitution, which if not 


quickly healed, may ſpread a dangerous venom. The ſentiments lit 


breaths, are full of higher claims of prerogative, than any ſpeech A 


can remember ſince the Revolution. It appears to contain ſlights of 
this council, neglect of parliament, indifference of their approbation. 


The part I wiſh to call your Lordlbip' s attention to, is, that wherein 


his Majeſty informs the Houſe, * he has taken poſſeſſion of the garri- 
ſons of Gibralter: and Port Mahon with his Hanoverian forces.” 

Far be it from me to impute the ſentiments of this ſpeech fo the re- 
ſpectable mouth that was made to utter it. I am confident tris Maj jeſty 


to 
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to invade knowingly, the real privileges of this nation; I may go 
further, my Lord; and even acquit the Miniſters of any wicked, pre- 
meditated deſign to infringe the ſubjects liberty; I do not think ſuck 
evil of them; but I cannot fo eaſily acquit them of ignorance of our 
laws, or indifference or inattention to them. My Lords, I take it to 
be an undoubted trith, an axiom in this government, that the King 
can maintain no ſtanding forces, other than what are approved by 
| parliament. But that I may not appear to build on my own reaſoning 
only, give me leave, though I fear I may ſeem tedious, for the ſubject 
is very dry, to quote ſome acts of parliament in ſupport of what ! 
have advanced. I muſt begin by that great declaration of our liberties, 
the Bill of Rights. This act, my Lords, contains the claim of various 
indubitable rights from ancient uſage, nor aſks as favours any part. It is 
2 capitulation with our Kings. The act declares the raifing and keep- 
ing a ſanding army within the kingdom, without conſent of parha- 
ment, is againſt law. The next a& I ſhall quote, is the Mutiny Bill, 
which ſets out in the preamble in the words of the Bill of Rights, but 
proceeds, © that it is neceſſary for the ſatety of the Kingdom, the de- 
ce fence of the poſſeſſions of the crown, and the preſervation of the 
* balance of Europe, that a certain number of forces ſhould be kept up.” 
It then limits what that numbhr ſhould be. 1 am well aware it may 
be ſaid, the garriſons of Gibralter and Port Mahon are not in that 
number; whence or for what reaſon that irregularity aroſe, I am igno- 
rant; but thus far it is cured, that they are annually provided for as 
as to pay and maintenance, by parliament, and therefore muſt be 
ſuppoſed approved. My Lords, in the courſe of the late war, it was 
thought uſeful and neceſſary to raiſe a regtment in America, of about 
4000 men, in which ſome foreign officers were to ſerve; but it was 
not by the King's prerogative, but by act of parliament. At that 
time that great man, Lord Chatham, was Miniſter. In this act, 
though paſſed amidſt all the turbulency of a war, Aagrante bello, the 
_ greateſt precautions were taken to guard the peoples rights; the 
number of foreign officers were limited to fifty, the ſoldiers were to 
be naturalized ſubjects, Proteſtants to take the oath, iſt G. I. and the 
Colonel was to be a natural born ſubjett. 
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"'F will now bring your Lordſhip's down to an act of later date, of ſo 
freſh a time, that there are few in this houſe who were not in that 
parliament that paſſed it; I mean the 8 Geo. III. to increaſe the Iriſh 
army. This act recites in the preamble, the act of 10 William, for 
diſbanding the Iriſh forces, and then provides, that as it may be ne- 


ceſſary 
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ceſſary to keep wp; for the:defence of. Ireland, 1090 men, in order 


to give ſome aſſiſtance to rhe foreign priſons,” the Arm) "Od L be 
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increaſed to 15, 235 men, all natural born ſubjects, ; W. Sh here the 
King calling for aſſiſtance of the Britiſh Parliament, in order to in- 


crexſe the army in Ireland. He dd65 net Evers, at the bend or, che 
Parliament of that Kingdom, think his. authority! ſufficient, 19 9 


{anction of the Parliament of Great Britain, to make the leaſt addition 


to his forces. I muſt li kewiſe take notice; my Lords, that it will be 
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a matter of much doubt, whether Hangyerian forces employed 
Gibralter or Minorca, will be under any-law of War. bey 
Act extends but to troops therein ſpecified, ef voted by. Parliameht. 


What law will they then be under? They" cannot carry Hanoyerian | 


laws with them. The law of E ngland alone can govern ;-as-Brifiſh 
ſubjects, they will be under protection of Britiſh haus. My Lots, 
the King's prerogative I conceive to be no greater in one part of his 


dominions than another; the ſubject is equally protected by the law 'S, 
* chether e 1 the Highlands of the North. 
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gas and Moſtyn, has cleared the been rights, Iw ill not be irther 
tedious, but from every inſtance have had the honour of fidmitting 


to you; and from the conſtant; practice, muſt; inter, that the: King 


has no right to maintain in any part of the dominions of the Britiſh” 


Crown, any troops, other Than/are conſented! fo by Parliament, eld, 
as to number and to nation. I VIII therefore conclude with offering, 
to your Lordſhips the follow! ing motion : 


„ That bringing into any part of the 3 of Great-Britain, 


the electoral troops of his Majeſty, or any other foreign troops, w -ith-" 
out the previous conſent of Parliament,” is dangerous, and unconſtituti- 
onal: I muſt eie that by W 3 een is. ROE one Is 
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. We have: the pleafure to offer 0 our Readers, A genuine 
copy of a PROTEST, from which the public will learn the ſenti- 


ments of ſome of the "GREATEST and MOS T RESPECTED Names i in 


this Country, on our preſent Conteſt with America, w ho are not DE-' 
TERRE D by PROCLAMATIONS, or any MI NISTERIAL Aers from 
avowing their DETESTATION- of the PERN1CIOUS Meaſures purſued 


by Adminiſtration. ; 
Die Yovis, 26 Ofiis, 7775. 


HE Lord Chancellor ne bis Majefty's Speech, and the fame 


time being read by the cler k. 
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Moved, that 2v humble Addreſs be preſented to his Majefty, for 
his moſt gracious ſpeech from the throne. © 3 ; 
Then an amendment was propoſed to be made to the ſaid Motion. 
Which being objected to, ped 
After long debate, 
The Queſtion was put whether the amendment ſhall be inſerted in 
the Motion? | 5 
It was reſolved in the negative. 
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1 it was moved to agree with the ſaid Motion as at firſt pro- 
poſed. VVV = | F415 
' The Queſtion was put thereupon. 
Tt was refolved in the Affirmative. 
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iſt, BECAUSE we cannot, as Engliſhmen, as chriſtians, or as men 
of common humanity, conſent to the proſecution of a cruel civil war, 
ſo little ſupported by juſtice, and ſo very fatal in its neceſſary conſe- 
quences, as that which is now waging againſt our brethren and fellow 
ſubjects in America. We have beheld with ſorrow and indignation, 
ſeſſion after ſeſſion, and notwithſtanding repeated warnings of the 
danger, attempts made to deprive ſome millions of Britiſh ſubjects of 
their trade, their laws, their conſtitution, their mutual intercourſe, 
and of the food which God has given them for their ſubſiſtance. We 
have beheld endeavours uſed to enforce theſe impolitic ſeverities at 
the point of bayonet. We have, on the other hand, beheld ſo large 
2 part of the empire, united in one common cauſe, really ſacrificing 
with chearfulneſs their lives and fortunes, 'and preferring all the 
| horrors of a war raging in the very heart of their country, to ignomi- 
noius eaſe, We have beheld this part of his Majeſty's ſubjects, thus 
irritated to reſiſtance, and ſo ſucceſsful in it, ſtil making profeſſions 
in which we think it neither wiſe nor decent to affect a diſbelief) of 
the utmoſt loyalty to his Majeſty ; and unwearied with continued re- 
pulſes, repeatedly petitioning for a conciliation, upon ſuch terms 
only as ſhall be confiſtent with the dignity and welfare. of the mother 
country. When we conſider theſe things, we cannot look upon our 
fe llow- ſubjects in America in any other light than that of freemen, 

driven to reſiſtance by acts of oppreſſion and violence. 
2dly. Becauſe this unnatural war, thus commenced. in oppreſſion, 
and in the moſt erroneous policy, muſt, if perſevered in, be finally 
ruinous in its effects. The commerce of Great Britain with America 
was great and increaſing, the profits immenſe, the advantages, as a 
nurſery of ſeamen, and as an inexhauſtible magazine of naval ſtores, 
infinite ; and the continuance of that commerce, particularly in times 
of war, when moſt wanted to ſupport our fleets and reyenues, not 
precarious, as all foreign trade mutt be, but depending ſolely — —.— 
e elves. 
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felves. Theſe valuable reſourſes, which enable us to face the united 
efforts of the Houſe of Bourbon, are actually loſt to Great Britain, and 
ircetrievably loſt, unleſs redeemed by immediate and effectual pacifi- 
cation, | | 
 3dly. Becauſe Great Britain, deprived of ſo valuable a part of its 
reſources, and not animated, either with motives of ſelf-defence, or 
with thoſe proſpects of advantage and glory, which have hitherto 
{ſupported this nation, in all its foreign wars, may poſſibly find itfelt 
unable to ſupply the means of carrying on a civil war, at ſuch a vaſt 
diſtance, in à country ſo peculiarly circumſtanced, and under the com- 
plicated difficulties, which neceſfarily attend it. Still leſs ſhould we 
te able to preſerve by mere force, that vaſt continent, and that grow- 
ing multitude of reſolute freemen, who enhabit it; even if that, or 
any other country was worth governing againſt the inclination of all 
its inhabitants. But we fear, that while we are making theſe fruitlels 
efforts, refuſing to give credit to the declarations of our fellow-ſub- 
jects, and blindly confiding in the infidious profeſſions of the natural 
enemies of this country, we are preparing an eaſy prey fer thoſe who 
prudently fit quiet, beholding Britiſh Forces, which, if united, might 
be in a condition, from their valour, numbers, and diſcipline, to 
carry terror into the very heart of their kingdom, deſtroying each 
other. Every event, which ever way it turns, is a victory to them. 
Our very hoſpitals furniſh them with daily triumphs, the greater as 
they are certain, without any riſque to them of men or money. 
4thly. Becauſe we conceive the calling in foreign forces to decide 
domeſtic quarrels, to be a. meaſure both diſgraceful and dangerous; 
and that the advice which Miniſters have dared to give to his Majeſty, 
which they have avowed and carried into execution, of ſending to the 
garriſons of Gibralter and Port Mahon, the dominions of the crown 
of Great Britain, a part of his Electoral Troops, without any previous 
conſent, recommendation of authority of parliament, is unconſtitu- 
tional. That Hanoverian troops ſhould, at the mere pleaſure of the 
Miniſters, be conſidered as a part of the Britiſh Military Eftabliſh- 
ment, and take a rotation of garriſon duties, through theſe domini- 
ons, is, in practice and precedent, of the higheſt danger to the ſafety 
and liberties of this kingdom, and tends wholly to invalidate the wile 
and ſalutary declaration of the grand fundamental law, of our glo- 
rious deliverer King William, which has bound together the rights of 
the ſubject, and the ſucceſſion of the Crown. | 
5thly. Becauſe the Miniſters, who are to be intruſted with the 
management of this war, have proved themſelves unequal to the taſk, 
and in every degree unworthy of public truſt, Parliament has given 
them every aſſiſtance they aſked; no unforeſeen accident have ſtood 
in their way; no ſtorms have diſabled, or delayed their operations: 
no foreign power hath, as yet, interfered ; but notwithſtanding theſe 
Advantages, by their ignorance, negligence, and want of conduct, 
our arms have been diſgraced; upwards of ten thouſand of the flower 
of our army, with an immenſe artillery, under four generals of repu- 
tation, and backed with a great naval force, have been miſerably 
blockaded in one ſea port town, and after repeated and obſtinate 
battles, in which ſuch numbers of our braveſt men have fallen, the 
Britiſh Forces have not been able to penetrate one mile into the 
country, which they were ſent to fabdue; important fortrefles are 
_ ſeized, the Governors are driven from their provinces, and it is doubt- 


ful, 
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fu}, whether at this moment, we are in poſſeſſion of a ſingle Town 


in all North America. Whether we conſider its extent or its com- 
merce, England has loſt half its Empire in one campaign. Nor can 


we impute the miſconduct of miniſters'to mere inhabitants, nor to 
their ignorance of the ſtate of America, upon which thiF-attempt t3. 


juſtify themfelves; for while ſome members of adminiſtration con- 
feſs they were deceived, as to the firength and condition of the por- 


vinces, we have from others received official information, that the 

inſufficiency of the Navy was concealed from parliament, and part 
of adminiſtration, from a fear of not receiving ſupport from its mem 
bers: we cannot therefore conſent to an addreſs, which may deceive 


his Majeſty, and the public, into a belief of the confidence of this 
Houle in the preſent Miniſters, who have deceived parliament, diſ- 
graced the Nation, loſt the Colonies, and involved Us in a civil war 


againſt our earlieft intereſts; and upon the moſt unjuſtifiable grounds, 


wantonly fpilling the blood of thouſands of our ſellow-ſubjects. 
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